
Essential Knowledge

How do Christians celebrate the birth of a 

new baby?

Christians baptise their children and give 
the baby a name. 
The baby wears a gown.
A vicar uses water to baptise children.
A font is used to baptise babies in a church.

What happens during a Muslim birth 

ceremony?

The Muslims birth ceremony is called 
Aqiqah.
The adhan is the first thing said into a baby’s 
ear when it is born. 
The baby is named and given something 
bitter and sweet to taste.
The baby’s hair is shaved.
What are the similarities and differences 

between a Christian and a Muslim birth 

ceremony? 

Both Christian and Muslim families 

celebrate a new baby with prayers and 

blessings,  Christians often baptise the baby 

in church while Muslims whisper a prayer in 

the baby’s ear and may cut the baby’s hair.

Key Vocabulary

adhan candle gown

Baptism cross
Vicar / 

Minister

font Aqiqah godparents

Aspirational Knowledge

Babies are given a candle and a Baptism certificate when they are baptised into 
the Christian church.

The adhan is an Islamic call to prayer. It says that there is no God but Allah.
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Key Knowledge

How do Christians celebrate the 

birth of a new baby?

Christians baptise their children and 

give the baby a name.

What happens during a Muslim birth 

ceremony?

The baby is named and given 
something bitter and sweet to taste.
The baby’s hair is shaved.

What is the same and different 

about the two ceremonies?

Christians often baptise the baby in 

church while Muslims whisper a 

prayer in the baby’s ear and may cut 

the baby’s hair.

Key Vocabulary

adhan font

Baptism Aqiqah

candle gown



Essential Knowledge

What are the main features in a 
church? (visit)
A church has pews (benches), an altar
(special table), a cross, pulpit, candles,  
a lectern and stained-glass windows.

What events happen in a church?
In a church, people have weddings, 
baptisms, funerals, Christmas and 
Easter services, and Sunday worship.

What do people do in a church? 

(interview the vicar)

People pray, sing hymns, listen to 

stories from the Bible, and spend time 

together in a church.

Key Vocabulary

church
bible pulpit

altar cross
vicar / 

minister

font pews lectern 

Aspirational Knowledge

People come together on Sunday to share in the offering of worship to God.
In a service of worship there are:
• singing
• praying
• preaching
• Bible reading
• Holy Communion

A Christening and a Wedding
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Key Knowledge

What are the main features in a 
church? (visit)
A church has pews (benches), an altar
(special table), a cross, candles and 
stained-glass windows.

What events happen in a church?
In a church, people have weddings, 
baptisms, funerals, Christmas and 
Easter services and Sunday worship.

What do people do in a church? 

(interview the vicar)

People pray, sing, listen to stories 

from the Bible and spend time 

together in a church.

Key Vocabulary

church font

altar Bible

cross pews

A Christening and a Wedding



Y1 Religious Education – Around the World
Key Concept – Community and Belief

Essential Knowledge

What does my family like to do?
Some families like to visit the park and 
some like to go swimming together.
Where does my family live?
Some families live near the shops in a 
house. Some children live in a flat. Some 
children live with their extended family.
What special clothes do people around me 
wear?
Different people wear different clothes and 
hats to show they are part of a group or 
community.

Where do Muslims and Sikhs pray?
Muslims pray in a mosque and Sikhs pray in 
a gurdwara.

Aspirational Knowledge

Veils are sometimes worn at a wedding by 
the bride.
Sikh male wears a turban.
Know when and why people wear 
headscarves.

Key Vocabulary

Mosque Muslim

Gurdwara Sikh

turban headscarf
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Key Knowledge

What does my family like to do?
Some families like to visit the park and some 
like to go swimming together.

Where does my family live?
Some families live near the shops in a 
house. Some children live in a flat. Some 
children live with their extended family.

What special clothes do people around me 
wear?
Different people wear different clothes and 
hats to show they are part of a group or 
community.

Where do Muslims and Sikhs pray?
Muslims pray in a mosque and Sikhs pray in 
a gurdwara.

Key Vocabulary

Mosque Muslim

Gurdwara Sikh

turban headscarf



Essential Knowledge

Where do Jewish people pray?
Jewish people pray in a synagogue.

What do Jews do during the festival 
Hanukkah?
Jews light candles on a menorah, eat 
special food, play games, and spend 
time with family during Hanukkah.

What is important to Jewish families?
Jewish families think family time, 
celebrating festivals, praying, and 
following the Torah are important.

Key Vocabulary

Jew Hanukkah Kippah

Torah Shabbat yad

Hanukah
Rabbi

HebrewAspirational Knowledge

Jews pray at home or in the synagogue. 
They believe in one God.
At a festival called Passover matzah 
bread is eaten as well as other foods. Religion

Judaism

Y1 Religious Education – Jewish Families
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Key Knowledge

Where do Jewish people pray?
Jewish people pray in a 
synagogue.

What do Jews do during the 
festival Hanukkah?
Jews light candles on a menorah, 
eat special food, play games, and 
spend time with family during 
Hanukkah.

What is important to Jewish
families?
Jewish families think family time, 
celebrating festivals, praying, 
and following the Torah are 
important.

Key Vocabulary

Jew kippah

Torah yad pointer

Synagogue Hebrew

Religions

Judaism



Essential Knowledge

What is important to Muslim families?

Believing in one God (Allah), praying
The Qur’an, kindness and respect, 
helping others, celebrations, halal food 
and wearing modest clothes

What do Muslims believe ?

Muslim people believe Allah is the one 

and only God. The Muslim holy book is 

called the Qur’an.
What do Muslims do during Ramadan?

During Ramadan, Muslims read the 
Qur’an and visit the mosque more often. 
Some Muslims will give to charity and 
fast during daylight hours.
There is a festival at the end of Ramadan 
called Eid al-Fitr.

Key Vocabulary

Qur’an Ramadan Hajj

Mosque Fasting Mecca

Salat
Iftar

Kaaba

Aspirational Knowledge

When Muslims pray, they must pray in 
the direction of Mecca, facing the Kaaba.
Prayers are performed five times a day. 
Iftar is the evening meal that Muslim 
people end their daily fast with during 
Ramadan.

Religion

Islam

Y1 Religious Education – Muslim Families
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Key Knowledge

What is important to Muslim families?
Muslims pray five times a day.

What do Muslims believe ?
Muslim people believe Allah is the one 
and only God.
The Muslim holy book is called the 
Qur’an.

What do Muslims do during 
Ramadan?
During Ramadan, Muslims read the 
Qur’an and visit the mosque more 
often. 

Key Vocabulary

Muslim
Ramadan

Qur’an fasting

Mosque pray

Religion

Islam



Essential Knowledge

What is Hinduism and what do 
Hindus believe?
Most Hindus believe that there is 
one supreme God, represented by 
lots of deities.
The main 3 deities are Brahma, 
Vishnu and Shiva.

What are the Hindu and Christian 
special places?
The Hindu special place is called a 
mandir and the Christian special 
place is a church.

What happens in Mandirs and 
Churches?
In both a church and a mandir 
people pray, sing and read from 
their special books.
In mandirs, people burn incense 
and bring offerings.

Key Vocabulary

Brahma church murti

Vishnu mandir Aum

Shiva offering incense 

Aspirational Knowledge

The 3 main deities are called the Trimurti.
The murti are drawings or statues of the 
deities Hindus can show respect by bowing 
to them, lighting incense and bringing them 
offerings.

Religions

Hinduism
Christianity

Y1 Religious Education – Special Places
Key Concept – Places of Worship



Y1 Religious Education – Special Places
Key Concept – Places of Worship

Key Knowledge

What is Hinduism and what do 
Hindus believe?
Most Hindus believe that there is one 
supreme God.
The main 3 deities are Brahma, Vishnu 
and Shiva.

What are the Hindu and Christian 
special places?
The Hindu special place is called a 
mandir and the Christian special place 
is a church.

What happens in Mandirs and 
Churches?
In both a church and a mandir people 
pray, sing and read from their special 
books.

Key Vocabulary

Brahma Church

Vishnu Mandir

Shiva Offering

Religions

Hinduism
Christianity
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